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Abstrack : Implementation of Beginning Reading Learning for Developmental Students in SDLB. This study aims to describe the process of beginning reading activities in mild retarded students. This research uses a qualitative method with the type of descriptive research. Data were analyzed by data reduction, data presentation and verification. The results showed that the teacher carried out reading activities in the beginning including activities to recognize letters, reading syllables, reading words and simple sentences by utilizing several types of media cards to attract students' attention and make it easier for students to read to the next stage. The teacher applies the beginning reading methods, the spelling method, the sound method, the syllable method, the word method and the SAS method.
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INTRODUCTION
                  Children with special needs are someone who needs special services. One child with special needs is mild mental retardation. Mild mental retardation is a child who has difficulty in following a regular school program, but still has abilities that can be developed through education even though the results are not optimal (Efendi, 2017). Efforts to provide special education services that can be developed in mild mental retardation are reading, writing and arithmetic. 
                 In the teaching and learning process, the level of student success is determined by the mastery of reading ability. Difficulty and inability to read fluently will hamper learning activities at school. Therefore, students will have difficulty understanding the information presented in student books / textbooks, as 

well as other learning resources. Before someone can read, it will first pass the initial reading stage. Putra (2008), it is suggested that beginning reading is the reading stage of grade I-III elementary school students which emphasizes more students knowing simple reading material but has not yet reached the stage of deep understanding of reading material. Nafi'ah (2018) states the purpose of beginning reading is to develop basic reading skills such as associating letters with the sounds of language and fostering eye movements while reading.
                 Reading the beginning of mental retardation will be more abstract if the message is only taught through verbal words so that the need for media as an incentive for students' attention and willingness to learn so that more effective learning can be created. But it is also adjusted to the needs and characteristics of students. The accuracy and fluency of students' initial reading is influenced by the activeness and creativity of the teacher when teaching. That is, the teacher plays an important role in improving students' initial reading skills.
                  This study aims to describe the implementation of the beginning of reading learning in mild retarded students in SDLB.
METHOD 
                  The research "The Implementation of Beginning Reading Learning in Light-Minded Students in SDLB" uses a qualitative method with descriptive research type. This study intends to examine cases or problems regarding the implementation of the beginning of reading learning for mentally retarded students in depth.
             Research subjects for beginning reading learning include classroom teachers and class II retarded mental activity students at SDLB Eka Mandiri Batu City. Data collection techniques using observation, interviews, and documentation.
                Data analysis in this study using the Miles and Huberman model was carried out qualitatively so that the activities carried out included data reduction, data presentation, and verification (Sugiyono, 2017).


RESULT
         The teacher's goal is to carry out the initial reading activities for mentally retarded students to introduce written symbols and sounds, be able to pronounce vowels well, read syllables, and read words smoothly as students' basic abilities so they can read later stages (comprehension). The initial reading activity is carried out in stages. The beginning reading material applied by the teacher includes: a) recognizing letters including the activities of students to recognize and mention the symbols and sounds of letters, pronounce vowels well, and arrange letter cards into words. b) reading syllables includes the activities of students reading syllables and arranging syllable cards into a word. c) reading words includes the activities of students reading picture word cards then mentioning the letters forming the words, and reading simple words on the cards, arranging word cards into simple sentences.
          The implementation of the initial reading of the teacher uses the media board letter flannel, writing reading on the board or in the student's book. But there was no visible increase or enthusiasm in learning for students so the teacher tried to use media cards in the form of letter cards, syllable cards, word cards and picture words to support the effectiveness of the learning process because this media was felt to be of sufficient interest to students, easy to use, according to the characteristics students and card media can also practice student motor skills.
                  Based on the explanation of the class teacher that learning to begin with the use of media cards appears to be an increase in the ability to start reading in students when compared to the use of letter boards or traditional ways before because students can explore or try compared to just reading through books or just on the board.
                The results of observation shows the implementation stage includes individual reading activities. The teacher gives students the opportunity to read on their own. The goal is that students first know and understand what they are reading. Furthermore, students take turns given the opportunity to read in front of the teacher, the goal of the teacher is easy to monitor students' reading skills and can provide interventions on reading and pronunciation of students that are wrong. The process of beginning reading is done gradually by the teacher, which is when the child is able to recognize letters, then reads syllables, then reads words and reads simple sentences.
                The teacher applies the use of reading methods that are adjusted to the level of students' reading abilities. The reading method applied is in the form of spelling, sound, syllable, word and SAS methods. a) the method of spelling looks students learn to spell and recognize letter by letter using letter card media. b) sound method; the learning process is almost the same as the spell method. Visible students are trained to read vowels. c) syllable method; students try to read syllable cards and arrange syllable cards into a word according to the teacher's direction. d) word method; The word method is applied by the teacher using picture word card media, students try to read the words in the picture then mention the letters forming the word. e) SAS method, which is a mixture of several initial reading methods. Students arrange letter cards into a word, arrange syllable cards into a word and arrange word cards into simple sentences according to the teacher's direction.
           At the evaluation stage, the teacher directly conveyed the development of children's learning to parents, so parents can find out their child's development in the hope of guiding their children to learn at home so that the learning process is not just in school.
         The implementation of the beginning reading learning that is applied by the teacher does not always run smoothly, there are obstacles that occur namely: a) internal barriers include intelligence, attention, memory and language development. b) external barriers include sources and media that are less supportive, short time and lack of parental support.
DISCUSSION
        The teacher's objective in implementing the initial reading activity is to introduce symbols and letter sounds, be able to mention vowels, read syllables, and read words fluently and as a basis for reading later stages. In line with this statement, Nafi'ah (2018) "the early stage of reading children must be able to focus attention first and need to know the writing system, achieve fluency and be free from reading errors".
         Beginning reading activities are carried out individually. Each student tries to read the card according to their reading ability level, then waits for their turn to read in front of the teacher so that the teacher can easily monitor the students' reading ability and can correct the wrong pronunciation of students. In line with this statement, Saputro (2016) concluded that "learning activities face to face between the teacher and students, the teacher can immediately monitor student difficulties. So the teacher as a partner in learning activities for students and at the same time as a source of learning. "
             In this initial reading learning activity, the teacher applies learning media in the form of letter cards, syllable cards, picture cards and word cards to support the effectiveness of the learning process so as to streamline time and attract students' attention. Rahman and Haryanto (2014) research results show that in learning to read and write in the low class, card media as an alternative and can function as a media game to provide a fun and interactive atmosphere in learning and can be used to test reading skills. Its application can provide opportunities for students to develop their associations between images, letters, syllables and words.
         The teacher applies learning media that is suitable for children's reading needs, ranging from flannel boards, reading books, to the use of media. In line with this statement, that "mentally retarded children need repetition to learn something so they need concrete examples and tools so that they get responses from the material learned" (Atmaja, 2018). And the results of the study of Romlah and Andajani (2018) show that teachers still use traditional methods, such as the introduction of letters, syllables and words only written on the blackboard without any interesting learning media, so that the learning given becomes less attractive to children. However, when the word card media was applied by the teacher, it was seen that there was an increase in the ability to begin reading in mild retarded students.
          Dewi (2016) the results of the study showed that the learning of beginning reading by applying the pictorial word card learning media was proven to improve the learning outcomes of the beginning reading. Because the word card media can facilitate children's reading from an early age, develop memory, practice the ability to concentrate and improve vocabulary quickly.
          The teacher as a learning resource, facilitator, motivator, in the learning process plays an important role in improving reading skills in children. The reading method applied by the teacher to the beginning of reading learning includes the spelling method, sound method, syllable method, word method and SAS method. In line with the statement, that "the methods of beginning reading should be applied to children to facilitate reading to an advanced stage or understanding stage (Nafiah, 2018).
         The evaluation results of teacher learning directly convey the development of children's learning to parents. With the aim that parents can know the development of children and can train children to learn at home so that the learning process is not just in school.
         In addition, there are obstacles in learning to begin with including reading; a) Internal barriers consist of intelligence, attention, memory and language development. b) External barriers consist of sources and media that are less supportive, short time and lack of parental support. Internal barriers are obstacles that come from the students themselves include intelligence, Rahim (2009) "the relationship of intellectual factors with the ability to read, does not fully affect the success or failure of children in reading".
           Attention (attention), seen children have difficulty in focusing their attention when reading activities so that the teacher applies the card media in order to attract students' attention. In line with this statement, Atmaja (2018) concluded that "mentally retarded children often focus on the wrong thing, and it is difficult to allocate attention appropriately". Memory, it seems the child has difficulty in remembering information, so the teacher needs to repeat learning to read to maintain existing student knowledge. Language development, mentally retarded children often experience delays in speaking and unclear articulation. So that when students read, the resulting phonemes are less clear so the teacher often justifies the pronunciation of students. In line with this statement, Efendi (2017) concluded that "mentally retarded children whose sentence structure tends to be irregular (aphasia), reduction in words (omission) and confusion in pronunciation (distortion)".
         External barriers that are obstacles that come from outside the student self consist of sources and media that are less supportive, short time and lack of parental support. Sources and media that do not support; seen the ability to read new students at the stage of recognizing letters, reading syllables and simple sentences, while the reading books available are long readings. Short time, usually reading activities for each child lasts about 15 minutes. In line with this statement, Atmaja (2018) concluded that "mentally retarded children need repetition to learn something, the need for time in learning and repetition that depends on the severity and severity of disability".
          Lack of parental support; lack of support from parents in guiding students to read at home. Lack of parental attention with children's learning activities at home, parents are more likely to be busy at home work and give up the learning process of children at school without the support of learning at home. In line with this statement, Rahim (2009) concluded that "the home environment and the role of parents in guiding children at home and providing opportunities to read that are full of diverse reading material will have a high reading ability".

CONCLUSION
         The results of the study and discussion can be concluded that the teacher applies the learning of beginning reading to mild retarded students to introduce letter and sound symbols, recognize vowels, read syllables, and read words smoothly and as a basis for reading stages of understanding. At the beginning of reading activities the teacher applies the media card in the form of letter cards, syllable cards, word cards and picture words as well as the use of beginning reading methods in the form of spell method, sound method, syllable method, word method, and SAS method.
SUGGESTION
           Suggestions for future researchers and schools. Suggestions for further researchers are to be a reference material for other studies with different contexts and can find out more about children with intellectual disabilities so that they can provide interventions according to the characteristics and needs of children. Schools are expected to be a reference in efforts to improve student learning outcomes, especially in the beginning of reading learning.
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