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Abstract: This pilot study is carried out with the aims of investigating the
occurrences of the code switching amongst the Arabic speaking students in Sultan
Sharif Ali Islamic University. Henceforth it will answer these questions: what are
languages preferred by students to switch to in their intercommunication, why
they are code switching, and when the code switching happens, what are their
views towards this phenomenon? Due to the nature of the study and the size of the
community in UNISSA, samples of 8 students were chosen as subjects of the study.
The study followed the descriptive analytical method utilizing the questionnaire
as tool of data collection. The study is considered highly significant since it will
provide valuable feedback for full-scale study. This mini study has confirmed the
occurrence of the code switch amongst the subjects and has spelled out the
reasons of its occurrence. It has proved that most of the subjects™ views towards
the concurrence of the code switching were positive. That is because they believe
that it will fill gap in the communication. Finally, the study recommends a full-
scale study is possible to be done for further investigation in this phenomenon.
Keywords: Code switching; Arabic Language; Sultan Sharif Ali Islamic
University; Mother Tongue
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