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 The purpose of this research intended to manage the classes 

properly and be able to increase the students’ learning results by 

applying a combination between Problem-Based Learning and 

Think Pair Share. The method of this study used classroom 

action research. The subjects of this research are 12th grade 

students of the economic class in a senior high school in 

Malang. This study was conducted in two cycles. In each cycle 

held three meetings and in the end of the cycle conducted post-

test that aims to measure the results of students. After the data 

received, then it was analyzed qualitative and qualitative 

accordingly. The findings showed that the application of this 

fusion learning methods have stimulated a better understanding 

in particular topics in economics. In addition, it showed an 

increasing trend related to students’ achievement during cycles. 

Lastly, the use of combination learning models could be 

implemented by considering relevant issues in the classroom.  

 

How to Cite 

Keywords 
Problem Based Learning, 

Think Pair Share, Learning 

Result 

 

 

  Maulidha, I. A. (2018). Problem-Based Learning and Think Pair 

Share in Improving Learning Result. Classroom Action 

Research Journal, 2(3), 101-105. 

Correspondent email:                   e-ISSN 2598-4195 

irmamaulidha94@gmail.com 

mailto:irmamaulidha94@gmail.com


Maulidha-Problem - Based Learning and Think Pair Share …   102 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

A good learning method will success in the classroom when it combining 

with the appropriate materials. This effort is addressed to provide better 

achievement and an attempt to eliminate the existing problem in the classroom 

(Dunlosky et al., 2013; Basheer et al., 2017). For instance, material in basic 

concepts of economics, makes students feel less interest in the learning process. 

By using appropriate learning model for certain economics material it will lead to 

students’ understanding. Dealing with the case, the teachers should be able to 

distinguish which one material are suitable for their learning method. 

There are several basic materials in economics that should be provided 

properly such as the role of economic actors in an economy. In this material that 

acts as economic actors are state-owned enterprises, municipally stated-owned, 

private stated owned, and cooperatives. In the four materials, each material 

contains the definitions, function roles, objectives, forms, advantages, and 

disadvantages, as well as students are required to be able to analyze the role of 

economic actors. Therefore, it is forecasted that the material is suitable to be 

applied using learning model that involved students’ participation actively. 

 Preliminary studies have conducted in order to understand 

comprehensively on subject study. It is known that several students of the class 

are not really interested in the economic lesson. According to previous 

information, actually, students join in this class is not based on their own desire, 

but the school chooses for them to follow the particular class. Those opinions are 

supported by the result of interviews with economics teacher which mentioned 

that there are many students who want join in this class, but they are not allowed 

to join, because the school divides this class by the score of the report. It is not 

according to how interested the students are in the economic lesson. The 

information is received from the daily examination score in economics.  

In addition, based on an open interview with students, it can be concluded 

that there are some factors affecting the learning result such as students are not 

really interested in the economic lesson, students are bored to join the economic 

class, learning ways that teachers use do not fit that mastery. Therefore, from this 

case, teacher should formulate greater learning model that suitable with the 

existing condition. 

The teachers can combine the role materials of economic actors with the 

real-life around of the students by doing study case (Nafiah & Suyanto, 2014). 

The purpose of this matter is intended to improve students’ abilities in analyzing 

some problems from their own in societies. Furthermore, teachers will create the 

study case by conducting a problem-based learning in the class. For this matter, 

teachers acts a facilitator and guide students while studying in the classroom. 

Moreover, teachers can create discussion groups that make students can sharing 

their opinions. In order to avoid mutual opinion between the groups, the teacher 

provides different case studies to each group. It stimulates the learning becomes 

more fun then the teacher can combine learning model problem based learning 

with the other learning method such as think pair share. 

In a combination of these models, the process of thinking can run properly 

when students are given problem in a case study. Where each group obtains a 

different case study, then with the instructions given by the teacher each group 

can pair with a group of friends and share ideas about the case studies discussed.  
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Hence, the learning outcomes in this activity are obtained after all students have 

done the post-test given by the teacher after all learning is completed. Therefore, 

this study intended to implement a combination model between Problem-Based 

Learning and Think Pair Share as an effort to enhance students’ understanding in 

economics material and students’ achievement. 

 

METHOD 

 This research uses classroom action research with a qualitative approach. 

This paper intended to improve students’ learning outcomes on economic 

subjects. The subject of this study is students in economics class in a senior high 

school in Malang, Indonesia. This study was conducted in two cycles. In each 

cycle held three meetings and in the end of the cycle conducted post-test that aims 

to measure the results of students. The instrument in this study is the observation 

sheet, field notes, and post-test while the data collection tools includes pre-test, 

post-test, observation sheet, documentation and field notes. Furthermore, the data 

was analyzed through several stages such as feasibility test of the item, 

assessment of post-test result, attitude assessment, the implementation of 

Problem-Based Learning model combined with Think Pair Share, and activity 

analysis with the observer.  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The implementation of Problem-Based Learning in this study used case 

studies as one of the problems to be solved by students. This learning model leads 

to students who seek to overcome the problem and be analyzed by using the 

economic book source or hand out that has been provided by the teacher as a 

knowledge of students to answer questions in the case study. Therefore, in this 

study, students try to solve their own problem and supported by the knowledge 

that accompanies and generate knowledge that is an obvious meaningful. 

Students can think to propose their answers for case studies given at the 

time of learning, paired two or three people in one group, express opinions by way 

of presentation in front of the class. Hence, in this model, besides students can 

solve the problem, the can also measure how much cohesiveness in doing a case 

study in groups. This findings in line with Huda (2013) and Rufiana & Mulyadi 

(2017) which remarked that the Think Pair Share strategy introduces the idea of 

waiting time or thinking on cooperative learning interaction elements that are now 

a potential factor for improving students’ responses to questions. Indeed, Rusman 

(2014) stated that Problem-Based Learning is an innovation in learning because in 

the learning process the students’ ability is optimized through a systematic group 

or teamwork process so that students can empower, sharpen, test, and develop 

their thinking ability on an ongoing basis. 

In its implementation, students solve the problems in groups and 

exchanging opinion by the presentation. The presentation of students looks very 

enthusiastic in response to a difference of opinions, because in this activities the 

problems given to each group is different, hence it can be led to the answer to the 

pros and cons. Because the problems are different that according to some students, 

the presentation that given to students more interesting because it can be able to 

increase the broad horizons of students and this problem provided also includes in 

our lives every day. In addition, the groups who look enthusiastic and answer 
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correctly will get the rewards. The statement conforming to Hmelo-Silver (2004); 

Farturrohman (2015); Narmaditya et al. (2017) which states that the purpose of 

the learning Problem-Based Learning designed to stimulate learning in an 

problem-solving patterns and it can be a good learning. 

In addition, when the class was managed properly, the students become 

comfortable to learn, causing of that the student understands about the materials 

and will get a good result. Hamalik (2006) remarked that if someone studied well, 

they will get a different behavior, for example from not knowing being to know 

much. This study resulted to make students understand where the ability in 

learning economics. Danford (2006); Falestin (2010); Padmavathy & Mareesh 

(2013) showed that the Problem-Based Learning models can improve the result of 

learning. In his observation, the implementation of learning model on accounting 

material in a senior high school can increase students’ achievement.  

The result of post-test like a science is a difference in every semester. 

Post-test is a term of the question was given at the end of the semester. The result 

of post-test is the difference because in every semester have different levels of 

difficulty. A question in first post-test has a low level of difficulty from the 

second post-test. Post-test in the first semester with the matter of stated-owned 

enterprises and provincial state-owned while in the second cycle, with the material 

related to private state-owned and cooperative. With the level of difficulty and 

different materials, it can make the result of the learning is also different in every 

cycle. Therefore, it can be concluded from the result of the study can increase 

when the level of difficulty in the problems is increasing. Hence, the result of a 

study in the second cycle is also increased. Furthermore, the researcher looks at 

the students who have done in every cycle to know how much the study results of 

students.  

The study result is more likely learning outcomes of direct attitude from 

observation of researches and observer. The observation conducted by a 

researcher at the time of discussion and helped by an observer who observes when 

the beginning of observation until the end. There are types of assessed from the 

discussion such as teamwork, willingness to know, politeness, and communication 

skills. Scoring of the discussion from the observer during this time got the result 

the score of the average at every meeting. This assessment aimed to looking at the 

enthusiastic of students at the time of solving case study matters of the consumer 

in Indonesia with integrated models. Besides, it also adds the compactness in 

groups or discussion.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 Based on previous explanation, it can be concluded that the application of 

Problem-Based Learning in combination with Think Pare Share is suitable with 

certain topics in economics. In addition, these methods can overcome problems in 

classroom such as less enthusiastic in receiving materials. In its implementation, it 

showed an increasing result between first and second cycle especially on material 

related to the role of economic actors in a economy of a country. Lastly, the use of 

combination learning models could be implemented by considering relevant 

issues in the classroom. 
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