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Abstract: Foreign language attitude plays a significant fale@nhancing
ones’ motivation to learn a particular foreign laage. This study aims to
obtain an understanding of Indonesian studentgudé towards Japanese
language. The data were collected from 160 studeasiing Japanese.
Foreign language attitude questionnaire (FLAQ) inally developed by
Pierson et al. (1980) was used in this study. feuyittitude factors identified
by Pennington and Yu (1994) following the resultF&fAQ factor analysis
was also incorporated in the current researcts évident in this study that
the majority of students showed positive attituol®ards Japanese language.
That is, they showed no negative orientation towdhis foreign language
and culture. The study also observed no significhfierences in attitude
towards Japanese language between male and fetudénts |p>.05). Both
males and females responded positively on theiarkzge language learning
and use
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Abstrak: Sikap pembelajar terhadap pembelajaran bahasg agmpunyai
peran yang signifikan dalam meningkatkan motivasnbpelajar. Artikel ini
bertujuan untuk memperoleh deskripsi mendalam megntaikap siswa
Indonesia terhadap bahasa Jepang. Data diperotiefiGfaresponden yang
belajar bahasa Jepang. Penelitian ini tidak hanymggunakan FLAQ
(Foreign Language Attitude Questionnaiggng dikembangkan oleh Pierson
dan lain lain (1980) tetapi juga mengunakan faki@ap yang dirumuskan
oleh Pennington dan Yu (1994) berdasarkan hasilisan&LAQ. Hasil
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa sebagian besar sisemumukkan sikap
yang positif terhadap bahasa Jepang. Hal ini dikka@n dengan tidak
adanya orientasi negatif terhadap pembelajaransbadsing dan budayanya.
Penelitian ini juga menunjukkan bahwa tidak add@aaan yang signifikan
terhadap bahasa Jepang antara siswa perempuarswaniaki-laki (p>.05)
yang berarti mereka merespon positif terhadap plkegalban bahasa Jepang
dan kegunaannya

Kata-Kata Kunci: Bahasa Jepang, sikap, motivasi, dan sukses belaja

The research reported in this study waattitude of Indonesian students towards
conducted in Indonesia investigating thdapanese Language learning. Its execution

195



196 | BAHASA DAN SENI, Tahun 40, Nomor 2, Agustus 2012

was inspired mainly by the fact that there Despite the increasing popularity of this
has been an increasing popularity ofast growing foreign language in Indonesia,
Japanese Language learning in Indonesidere has been inadequate research to
According to the ambassador of Japan tescribe the attitude of Indonesian people
Indonesia, Mr. Watanabe (2009), theowards this language and its learning. As a
number of Japanese learners in Indonesiaesult, there is a lack of direction regarding
has now reached 73 thousand people. the Japanese language teaching and learning
The increasing number of Japanes@ the country. In fact, according to Young
language learners in Indonesia is likely t¢2006), understanding learners’ foreign
be triggered by a number of factors. Firstijanguage (L2) learning is very important
Japan is known in the world for itsbecause through this understanding teachers
educational quality, particularly tertiaryas well as other related parties can obtain
education such as technical college arfdome useful insights” which they can use
university. This phenomenon has attracteid improve the quality of its teaching and
the interest of many Indonesian studentgarning (p.479). This is also important as
(e.g., secondary school students wishing tearners’ attitude towards L2, its speakers
undertake diploma or undergraduate studnd the learning context may help explain
or undergraduate students planning to dbeir chance to succeed in their foreign
postgraduate study in Japan) to learlanguage learning (Candlin & Mercer,
Japanese language (and culture). SecondB®Q01; Erlenawati, 2002; Ghazali, 2008;
Japan is also known as an industrializeNunan & Lamb, 1996; Ushida, 2005).
country as indicated, for example, by the To fill in the gap in the research body,
fast growth of its industries and economythis study was designed to examine the
Because of its industrial and economiattitude of students towards Japanese as a
growth, this country is indeed in highforeign language and its learning in
demand of overseas professional workefadonesia.
who can meet the shortage of workers in the Prior to examining students’ attitudes, it
country. This situation has also attracted the very useful to develop our understanding
interest of Indonesian people, particularlas to the meaning of ‘attitude’. There are
those who wish to work in Japan, to learmany definitions of attitude which can be
the Japanese language. located from second and foreign language
Next, every year Japanese governmengsearch literature and some of which are
offers a significant number of full now presented in this part of the paper.
scholarships for Indonesian people to Attitude in Longman Dictionary of
undertake further studies in Japan. Thieanguage Teaching and Applied Linguistics
programs offered vary ranging from nonwritten by Richards (2002) is defined as,

degree study such as teacher training Expressions of positive or negative

courses to degree study (e.g. diploma, feelings towards a language. These
bachelor, masters and doctorate). This expressions may reflect impressions of

scholarship offer has also been one of the linguistic difficulty or simplicity, ease or
main factors motivating Indonesian people difficulty of learning, degree of

to learn Japanese language. In addition to importance, elegance, social status, etc.
these factors, there may also be other Attitude towards a language may also
personal reasons (e.g. business, social visit, Show what people feel about the speakers
etc) which have attracted the interest of °f thatlanguage. (p. 199)

Indonesian people to learn Japanese Pointed out in a similar sense, Eveyik
language. (1999, p. 21) describes attitude as “a
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person’s state of readiness to respond totlae persons who are “eager to learn the
situation and... to behave in a consistetéanguage, willing to expend effort on
manner towards an object or objectslearning activity, and willing to sustain the
Object, in the current context, is referred ttearning activity” (1985, p. 10). They who
as a foreign language being learnt or anyave these characteristics will usually be
things related to it including culture and thable to “study regularly and productively in
native speakers. Some researchers sesler to take every opportunity to perfect
attitude as a set of beliefs. In other wordgsheir language skills” (Ushida, 2005, p. 67).
they make no distinction between attitud€urthermore, they can also, as Ushida adds,
and belief. Thus, Ramirez (1995), formanage their learning even if they have to
example, defines foreign or secondtudy independently or without being
language attitude as “ a set of beliefs thabontrolled by teachers. From this viewpoint,
learners hold about the community andt is apparent that only those who are
people who speak the target language, abaubtivated in their learning will have the
the language, and the learning task itselfipportunity to attain success in their L2
(p. 165). So, it can be concluded thatndeavors (Chamber, 1999).
language attitude is about individuals’ This phenomenon (i.e. the influence of
feelings towards the language they are usiragtitude on L2 learning motivation) has been
or learning and other peripherals or thingaell observed in Gardner’s (2000) study (as
associated with it. described in Figure 1) reporting that there
Research has suggested the importane@s a clear influence of attitude on
of attitude in second or foreign languagenotivation and thus, influencing L2
teaching and learning (e.g. Chamber, 199&arning achievement. Gardner revealed that
Storm, 2007). Storm (2007), for instancelearners showing good achievement in the
asserts that learners’ degree of attitude hagsidy were basically those who had positive
an impact on their learning motivation. Thaattitude towards L2 learning. Based on this
is, learners who have negative attitude wiflact, he therefore concluded that attitudes
usually not be motivated to learn the foreighave an influence on learning motivation
language and vice versa. Motivatec&nd achievement.

Negative Poor T > cBessful
fg\/t\j;lrjgsLZ Morvation Achilévzement
Positive T T > Good T > L&sccessful
Figure 1: Influence of Attitude on Motivation andriiguage Achievement

Having considered Gardner's studygood learning situation for accommodating
Ushida (2000) encourages the institutioeffective L2 learning. According to her,
and teachers in charge of the L2 teaching teithout this, learners may easily feel
always think of ways to create a positive onegative about their language learning. This
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notion is further supported by Nunan and2. Prior to collecting data, permission was
Lamb (1996) who argue that the situation asought from the school principal.
context in which learning is taking place The questionnaires were distributed to
can play a significant influence on learnersground 200 students who were given two
particularly in terms of their attitudedays to have them return to the researcher.
towards L2 learning. Drawing from thisThe participants were also informed that
notion, it therefore can be implied thatheir participation was voluntary and could
learners’ attitude is not merely influencedvithdraw at any time during the research
by the internal factors such as their interegtrocess. After two days, only 160
and expectation but are also affected hyarticipants could return the questionnaires
external factors such as the L2 setting @n time. So, the participation rate is 80%.
context and the approaches teachers use in Foreign language attitude questionnaire
their teaching (Doérnyei, 1994; Erlenawati(FLAQ) consisting of 22 items developed
2002). by Pierson, Fu, and Sik-Yum (1980) was
The main purpose of this study was taised as the tool for gathering information
investigate the attitude of Indonesiarabout students’ attitude towards Japanese
students towards Japanese language dadguage learning. FLAQ or its modified
Japanese language learning. In addition, thiersion has been used in several studies
study is also aimed to identify learners{e.g.Pennington & Yu, 1994; Young, 2006)
attitude across individual differences. Thand therefore can be argued to be a valid
research questions of this study, thereforggol that can be used for measuring
were worded as follows: (1) What are thatudents’ foreign language attitude. To suit
attitudes of Indonesian students towarthe context of this study (Japanese language
Japanese language and Japanese languksgening), one item was removed and some
learning?, and (2) Are there any significanivere amended or modified. The most
differences in attitudes toward Japaneseportant modification conducted was
between male and female students? related to the replacement of the word
The first question is worth investigating’'English’ to ‘Japanese’.
because little research has been conducted The 22 items, following the result of
to examine the attitude of Indonesiariactor analysis conducted by Pennington
students towards Japanese language amd Yu (1994) could be further grouped into
Japanese language learning. Then, tlee number of factors (7 factors) in which
second is very important as the informatioeach pointing to “[Japanese] as not
can be used by educators, particularlygetracting from cultural identity, positive
Japanese language teachers, and otlmientation towards [Japanese], social and
relevant parties to gain an insight into thenstrumental value of [Japanese], positive
possible differences in terms of Japanesgientation to educational and official status
language teaching and learning acrosd¥ [Japanese], lack of discomfort about

individual differences. Indonesian speaking [Japanese], positive
cognitive-effective  orientation  towards
METHOD [Japanese], and disjunction of views on

_intrinsic quality of [Japanese] language and
The study took place at a S{en'Ox;Japanese]-based culture” (p.10).
secondary school located in the City of |5 this questionnaire, the respondents
Pontianak, Indonesia. In this schoolyere requested to check one response out of
Japanese language is a compulsory subjggr possible responses provided right next
and taught to all students from year 10 tg every item listed. These responses were
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strongly agree (1), agree (2), disagree (3naintained that they wouldearn Japanese
and strongly disagree (4). Numbers wereven if it is not a compulsory subject at
used herein to enable the process of datahool (M = 1.94, SD = .77) and there was
entry and calculation. In this study, theno need to‘force them to learn this
participants were given freedom whether tomportant language(M = 2.23, SD = .89).
provide their responses through paper or More interestingly, the students taking
online questionnaires. part in this study could observe the
Both  descriptive and inferential contribution that Japanese language has
statistics were incorporated in the process given to ‘Indonesia’s prosperity and
data analysis and SPSS version 15 was usdelelopment{M = 2.11, SD = .84) and the
to enable this process. Prior to performingfluence of this language on enhancing
the analysis, codebook was developed amshe’s status in the work or social
data were cleaned in order to locate theommunity and family (e.g. Item 1: M =
missing responses and identify errorsl.84, SD = .70). To further confirm their
Firstly, the average (mean) score of eadavor towards Japanese, they disagreed with
item was calculated and followed with thehe idea to translate the language of their
calculation of means of attitude factorstextbooks from Japanese to Indonesian (M
Then, to identify whether or not significant= 3.11, SD =.67) and to replace the medium
differences occurred between male andf instruction they currently have at school
female students, independent sample t-tete. in their Japanese class) from Japanese

procedure was performed. to Indonesian (M = 2.64, SD =.68).
The students also showed no bad
RESULTS feeling when hearing other Indonesians

speaking Japanese (M = 2.97, SD = .41). On
The  students’ overall responseshe contrary, they felt that their use of
(presented in mean score and standaggpanese language could help them
deviation) are presented in table 1. Thepgnderstand Japanese people and their
students’ responses grouped according {tures (M = 1.40, SD = .53). Thus, they
the seven factors identified by Penningtopished that they could speak Japanese
and Yu (1994) (as a result of factor§jyently and accurately (M = 1.34, SD =.51)
analysis) are shown in table 2. and found that the Japanese sound was
. The results of the study, overalljnteresting (M = 1.91, SD = .49). In short,
indicated that Indonesian students haghey were so happy to be given the
positive attitude toward Japanese. ThSpportunity to learn Japanese and to get to

identity, for example, showed that most ofijms M = 1.89, SD = .64).

them did not feel that learning or using  Thjs study also sought to observe if
Japanese would make them lose thejhere were any significant differences in
cultural identity. That is, they generallyatityde towards Japanese language between
disagreed (M= 2.90, SD= .45) with thénale and female students. To test if
following  statements: When  using gjgnificant differences occurred, t-test
Japanese, | do not feel that | am Indonesiagnalysis was performed. It was evident that
anymore; At times | fear that by usinghere were no significant differences in 7
Japanese | will become like a foreigner, andttitude factors between male and female
if | use Japanese, it means that | am n@§ydentsyg > .05). The significance levels of
patriotic’.  Also,  orientation towards each factor are as follows: factorfl< .70),
Japanese was positive. They, for instancgctor 2 p = .71), factor 3j§ = .71), factor 4
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(p = .81), factor 5§ = .45), factor 6 =
.65) and factor 7n(=.67).

Table 1. Means and standard deviations for each FLAQ item

Statement M ean* Std. Deviation

1. Japanese is the mark of an educated p 1.81 .7C

2. When using Japanese, | do not feel that 2.64 .78
Indonesian any more.

3. If l use Japanese, | will be praised and approv¥ed o 2.23 .86
by my family, relatives and friend

4. Attimes | fear that by using Japanese | will beeom 2.87 .76
like a foreigner

5. 1 should not be forced to learn Japanese 2.23 .89

6. To read Japanese magazines kind of 1.81 .76
enjoyment

7. 1do not feel awkward when using Japan 2.3(C 74

8. Ilove conversing with foreigners in Japar 1.5¢ 74

9. The Indonesian language is superic 202 93
Japanese

10. | like to see Japane-speaking film 1.8¢ .64

11. If  useJapanese, it means that | am 3.23 .50
patriotic

12 If | use Japanese, my status is ra 2.2t T3

13. | feel uncomfortable when hearing c 3.04 .67
Indonesian speaking to another in Japanese

14. My history, geography, and mathema 311 67
textbooks should be written or translated into ' '
Indonesian

15. | wish that | could speak fluent and accul 1.34 51
Japanese

16. | feel uneasy and lack confidence wt 2.34 .83
speaking Japanese

17. The use of Japanese is one of the most cr 211 84
factors which has contributed to the success of ' '
Indonesia’s prosperity and development today

18 The Japanese language sounds very 1.91 A€

19. | would take Japanese even if it were n 1.94 g7
compulsory subject at school

20. | feel uneasy when hearing an Indone: 2.91 .68
speaking Japanese

21. Japanese should not be a medium of instru 2.64 .68
in the schools in Indonesia

22. The command of Japanese is very helpfi 1.40 .53

understanding foreigners and their cultures

*1 = Strongly Agree 2 = Agree 3 = Disagree 4= Strongly Disagree
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Table 2; Attitude Factors

Attitude Factor M ean* Std. Deviation

Factor 1(item 2, 4 and 11
Japanese as not detracting from cultural identity. 2.91 .45

Factor 2 (item 5, 6, 8, 16 and 1 1.9¢ 41
Positive orientation towards Japanese.

Factor 3 (item 1, 3, 12, and 1 2.0¢ 5z
Social and instrumental value of Japanese.

Factor 4 (item 14 and z
Positive orientation to educational and official 2.87 .36
status of Japanese.

Factor 5 (item 13 and 2!
Lack of discomfort about Indonesian speaking 2.97 .53
Japanese.

Factor 6 (item 15 and 2.
Positive cognitive affective orientation towards 1.36 .45
Japanese.

Factor 7 (item 10 and 1!
Disjunction of views on intrinsic quality of 1.89 .39
Japanese language and Japanese-based culture.

*1 = Strongly Agree 2 = Agree 3 = Disagree 4= Strongly Disagree

those within this research context, to be
DISCUSSION successful in their Japanese language

This study managed to identify'eaming- As Storm (2007) suggested,
Indonesian  students’  positive attitugéttitude is the key factor which influences
towards Japanese language. InterestinglQn€S success in their foreign language
majority of the students respondedeam'”g- Ushida (2000) and Nunan and

positively to all attitude factors despite thé-2mb ,(199_6)_’ however, warned that
lack of popularity of this language inlearners’ positive attitude towards FL or L2

Indonesia if compared to English. It is dnaY decline if the factors which contribute
good indication that there is a positivd® their atlitude formation experience a
feeling and enthusiasm among Indonesiaf§9ative change. Such factors include,
about the existence of Japanese language®fiong others, learning situation, context
the social and professional community‘.and environment. Thus, continuous efforts
Considering this phenomenon, it is likeyave to be made to ensure that all the
that the number of Japanese languag&lPPorting factors are always in a good
learners in Indonesia will double this yeaform- This is also to say that learning a
from around 73 thousand people last year. foreign language is complex. That is, to

What is more important (than just thelp learners succeed in their learning, all
increase in number) is that there is a greHte relevant parties (e.g. teachers, school
chance for Indonesian learners, particular@dministrators, fund providers, etc) should
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work collaboratively to aid learners goimportant. It is an integral part in the
through this complex process otherwiséanguage learning process. This notion
their FL learning will not gain any implies that a success in FL learning is
progresses. Collaborative work is highhydifficult to be attained if a joyful learning is
emphasized here because research rassent in the learning process. Again, this
shown that the work of one party alone (e.gphenomenon should be taken into consi-
teachers) is not sufficient to make learnerderation by the relevant parties, particularly
achieve their learning goals. teachers. The teachers, for instance, should
This research also observed theontinuously evaluate their teaching
importance of obtaining a good underapproaches. They need to always ask
standing of learners’ specific attitudewhether their approaches are suitable with
towards the foreign language being learntheir students’ need and situation. Also
First, it is a good idea to get to knowimportant to be asked is whether their
whether learners feel threatened with theaching enables students to learn in a stress
culture of the foreign language theyfree environment. Other parties, such as
currently or intend to learn (i.e. afraid ofschool administration and funding providers
loosing their cultural identity). If they do, (e.g. office of education) are also
then actions need to be taken to overconmesponsible for creating a joyful learning
this misconception. They should betmosphere for students. This, for example,
informed that learning a foreign languagean be done through the incorporation of
will not make them lose their culturalinformation and Communication Techno-
identity unless if they have an intention tdogy (e.g. through interactive learning using
do so. This is also to clarify that learning @omputer mediated communication or
foreign language has little or nothing to d&CMC). It is believed that its presence can
with ones’ loss of cultural identity. Usually,enhance learning quality. The school
the persons who experience this (i.e. losirgdministration, therefore, should support
their cultural identity) are the ones who ddearners with quality technological tools and
not want to maintain their cultural statusprovide teachers the trainings they need to
Rather, they wish to be associated witkffectively incorporate ICT into their FL
another culture which in this case may bteaching. In short, language teaching and
the one attached to the foreign languadearning also need technological support.
being learnt or can be the one that has no Third, students’ perception about the
connection with the FL they are learning. social value of Japanese language is also
Second, finding out if the students areiseful to be asked. This information can be
happy to learn and be exposed to Japanasged to understand students’ feeling about
language is also recommended. Thisthers’ response on their foreign language
information is very useful to see if theylearning and use. The worst case is that they
have positive or negative orientatiorare not supported for learning a foreign
towards the Japanese. Students who fdahguage by their family. Although this is a
forced to learn this language will not benefitare case, this phenomenon may happen
much from their learning because there igarticularly within the context of traditional
no sense of enjoyment in the learningndonesia where negative beliefs about
process. Students who dislike their Flearning a FL are still likely to be found. If
learning will usually lack motivation to such a case is encountered, efforts to
learn (Gardner, 2000). Gardner, in hiseverse the condition should be made.
study, has proven that positive feeling (e.dgStudents and their families should be
feeling of enjoyment) towards FL is soinformed as to the benefits of learning and
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mastering a foreign language includinginderstanding of learners’ overall attitude
Japanese. Then, those who are praised torvards foreign language.
their Japanese language learning should be This study also observed the differences
advised to take this rare opportunity ton attitude towards Japanese language
always improve the quality of their learningoetween male and female students. It is
efforts so that they can soon be a proficiemvident from the results that there were no
user of Japanese. significant differences in all attitude factors
Fourth, raising the idea to possibly usbetween males and females. This
Japanese language as medium f@henomenon indicates that both male and
instruction at schools in Indonesia is highlyemale learners show similar responses.
encouraged. This question is basicallfhat is, they all think positively about their
meant to further confirm students’ positivdearning and use of Japanese language. It
feeling about the use of Japanese ialso implies that teachers do not need to
Indonesia rather than to expect for thevorry about gender issue in their FL
change of Japanese language status from fdaching (e.g. giving extra attention to
to official language. The later is hardlyfemale or male students).
possible to be realized in the near future.
Fifth, it is also a good idea to IdentlfyCONCLUgON
whether students have a bad feeling when _ _
seeing other people speak Japanese. It is not This study sought to obtain an
uncommon, particularly in the Contextunglerstandmg of Indonesian students’
where a certain language is spoken as aétltgde towards_ Japanese language. It was
foreign language (e.g. the case of Japaned@Tied out within the framework of
language in Indonesia), to see people wilantitative re_search. Data were colleqted
dislike to see others speaking in anothéfSing a questionnaire (FLAQ) measuring
language. Those who have positive attitudgudents’  attitude  towards ~ Japanese
will certainly show no objection to thislanguage. S
situation. Conversely, others with negative ~ This study has a number of limitations.
attitude will not be supportive to such Frirstly, the findings reported in this re_search
situation. Knowing this is very useful to@re based on the responses provided by
ensure that all students can use Japand§Panese language learners currently
language at anytime and anywhere they |ik_%tudy|ng a_tt a high school in IndoneS|a._ That
without feeling worried that they will beiS: the voices of other learners studying at
hated by others. different educational settings (_e_.g. Japanese
Finally, questions asking aboutl@anguage courses or unlversme_:s) are not
students’ understanding of cultures (e.g!€a@rd. Involving those coming from
films, people) associated with the foreigiflifferent settings may provide a more
language being learnt are also useful to @mprehensive  understanding as to
put forward. This is so because language §udents’  attitude  towards  Japanese
part of a certain nation’s culture. That islanguage. Thus, further research can be
understanding the language will he|Fpr|ente_d to |nv_|te students from various
students better understand the culture it fducational settings.
attached to. Again, these questions are Secondly, the use of closed-ended
meant to further confirm students’ attitudéluestionnaires in this research limits
towards Japanese language. In short, all tédents’ freedom to express their ideas or
above questions are important to bEPINIONS about their att|tude_ towards
addressed so that teachers can get a got#Panese language. Thus, the information
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obtained in this study can only be used to of attitudes and motivationLondon:
get a general picture as to Indonesian Edward Arnold.

students’ attitude towards Japanes@ardner, R. C. (2000). Correlation,
language. Should a deep understanding causation, motivation and second

become the target, a further investigation language acquisition. Canadian
conducted using qualitative approach is a Psychology, 4(1-24).
must. Ghazali, S. N. (2008). Learner background

Also, this study did not seek to identify and their attitudes towards studying
the influence of Japanese language attitude literature. Malaysian Journal of ELT
on students’ Japanese learning achievement.Researcf4), 1-17.

In fact, obtaining this understanding is verNunan, D., & Lamb, C. (1996)The self-
important for further revealing the benefits directed teacher: Managing the learning
of having positive attitude and the process Cambridge: Cambridge
disadvantages of possessing negative University Press.
attitude. Finally, similar study conducted inrPennington, M. C., & Yu, F. (1994).
a different country is also another English and Chinese in Hong Kong: pre-
possibility to see if similar or different 1997 language  attitudes. World
trends occur. Englishes, 1@), 1-20.

Pierson, H. D., Fu, G. S., & Sik-Yum, L.
ACT\TVSL\JII\GLIE(B?QAQES;W thank Sumitomo (1980). An analysis of the relationship
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