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As shown in the figure, one factor, namely language competence is 
accounted for by several lower order factors. In addition, the relation be­
tween the lower factors is of vertical ordering. This relation is a bit different 
from Fouly's et al. model described previously in that Fouly's et al. model 
outlines not only vertical relation between higher-order components and 
lower-order components themselves. Nevertheless, the frameworks 
proposed by both Fuoly et al. (1992) and Bachman (1990), reflect the 
theorised existence of language ability sharing the 4uality of both the 
divisible and the indisivible views. 

CONCLUDING NOTES 

The 'pendulum· syndrome ( cf. Prator, 198 I) is almost applicahle to the 
trend characterising the inquiry into the nature of language ability. At a 
stage, the pendulum swings to the left: language ability was believed to he 
of divisible nature. Later, it was strongly opposed: language ability was 
believed to be unitary. However, after the pendulum swings to the right 
reaching its extreme point, it tends to swing to neither the left nor the right 
at its strongest pace. At this stage the framework of communicative lan­
guage ability is identifiable. In addition, the relation of the components in 

(;,.,,.,,J,. I., flt<· I 111111,�y c ·ump11·1«·11, (' ll.\'J>otlt,.·M.\ F,:,11,bh,.l /hi 

1hr lr,1111l·work 1s theoretically outlined (Bachman, 1990). Further tasks, 
h11Wl'V<.'r, challenge: empiriG1l verification or this most recent framework. 
! Ii d,e, the pendulum slops swinging: stagnant.
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