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1 English may be the second language learnt in school. However, in many cases it is not in reality the ‘second’ language for many Malaysians who 

come from multilingual backgrounds. For example, Malaysians from Kelantan are likely to have the Kelantanese Malay dialect as their home language 

and then learn Standard Malay and English in school. A Chinese Malaysian from Penang who attended a Chinese medium primary school, may speak 

Hokkien at home, speak the Penang Malay dialect, and learn Mandarin, Standard Malay and English in school.  
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