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This study focuses on the motivation which motivates Kara 
wants to fulfill her needs in Pamela Clare's Extreme Exposure. 
This study aims to explain the motivations of the main character 
to fulfill her needs which are taken from Extreme Exposure 
Novel written by Pamela Clare. This study is conducted by 
applying a qualitative research design since the data are in the 
form of words. The data of this study are the utterances that 
contain Kara's motivations to fulfill her needs in the novel 
Extreme Exposure. The data are collected by using the content 
analysis method. In analyzing the data, the writer uses 
interactive data analysis. This study uses Human Motivation by 
Abraham Maslow, known as "The Hierarchy of Needs”.It reveals 
the aspect of the main character's motivation to fulfill her needs. 
Kara has strong motivation from her unpleasant experiences in 
the past which are, Kara's father and boyfriend leaving her, and 
Kara's love for her son. Her unpleasant experiences, make Kara 
wants to reach what she needs in sexual needs, protection, love, 
and belongingness, Kara's self-esteem, and her desire for a job 
as her self-actualization. 

  

INTRODUCTION 

This study analyzes a novel which was written by Pamela Clare entitled Extreme 

Exposure. This novel is Published in the USA in 2005 which is the first edition of the I-Team 

Series that was written by Pamela Clare. In this study, Pamela Clare's Extreme Exposure 

novel is chosen as the source of data. 
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Pamela Clare is chosen because she is one of the best authors in the USA. Pamela Clare 

begins her writing career as a columnist and investigative and eventually became the first 

woman editor-in-chief of two different newspapers. There are many literary works written 

by Pamela Clare, but Extreme Exposure is chosen because the novel is dedicated to more 

than 1.400 journalists in America who passed away, and most of them are killed because 

of striving to expose the truth. (Pamela, 2005). In addition, this novel tells about Kara's 

motivation that makes her want to fulfill her needs. Moreover, this study focuses on the 

main character in Pamela Clare's novel, Kara. Kara has motivation from her past and tries 

to fulfill her needs, therefore this study uses a psychology and literature approach, that 

focuses on human motivation by Abraham Maslow known as The Hierarchy of Needs. 

Every people have a motivation to be successful and to make their life to be better. 

Motivation is the action of humans to reach their goals. The motivation of humans is the 

power to fulfill their wishes. For example, when someone wants to become wealthy, he or 

she will do everything to make the wishes achieved. It means that motivation is a guide to 

people to make some progress to reach something in their life. The term motivation is 

derived from the word 'motive'. The word 'motive' as a noun means an objective, as a verb 

this word means moving into action. Therefore, motives are forces that induce people to 

act in a way, to ensure the fulfillment of a particular human need at a time. Behind every 

human action, there is a motive. Therefore, management must provide motives to people 

to make them work for the organization. Motivation may be defined as a planned 

managerial process, which stimulates people to work to the best of their capabilities, by 

providing them with motives, which are based on their unfulfilled needs (Smriti Chand, 

2015). From the definition of motivation, it can be concluded that motivation is the first 

aspect that can drive someone to reach his or her purpose, it can be described as the action 

of people to get a better life but to reach that purpose, it must be planned well. Motivations 

are the power of human life to change her and his life to be better than before. 

Maslow (2011:21) states that Psychology should study the human being not just as 

passive clay, helplessly acted upon by outside forces, and determined by them alone. It 

should also study the ways in which he is (or should be) an active, autonomous, self-

governing mover, chooser, and center of his own life. It means that psychology should 

study the ways human being who is become active, autonomous, self-governing mover, etc. 
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The Concept of Motivation 

Every human in this world certainly has motivation in their life. It means that 

motivation is part of human behavior. Motivation is one of the activities that refer to human 

behavior movement to reach the purpose or goals in real life. Goals are the most important 

thing in human life. To reach the goals it needs effort to make the goals come true. 

According to Abraham H. Maslow (1968:33) statement: 

“begins with an instigating, motivating state which sets off motivated behavior 

designed to achieve a goal state which mounting gradually and steadily in desire and 

excitement, finally reaches a peak in a moment of success a consummation” (Maslow, 

1968:33). 

Based on the statement above, motivation started as a motive in human feeling 

reflections. A motive is needed to get the important thing and reach the objectives. 

Meanwhile, when all the plans are achieved for their wishes, the satisfaction of 

achievement becomes priceless. On the other hand, the definition of motivation is taken 

from any kind of psychological textbook, motivation is the internal state or the condition 

of humans which can be described as desire, need, or want. All conditions can give 

direction to someone to reach his or her goals. It also explains by Maslow in the study of 

motivation, as quoted below: 

“These needs have the particular quality in the average person of not being seen 

directly very often but of being more often a kind of conceptual derivation from the 

multiplicity of specific conscious desires. In other words, then, the study of motivation 

must be in part the study of the ultimate human goals or desires or needs” (Maslow, 1954: 

22). 

From those explanations, it means that to study motivation must be discussed human 

goals, desires, and needs because those are included as part of the motivation. Moreover, 

the relationship between motivation and needs is motivation is activated by needs. I is 

according to Maslow states that human is motivated by a kind of basic needs which has the 

same nature for all species, no change, and comes from a genetic and instinctive source 

(Goble, 1971: 170). Maslow (1954:26) states a human being having a desire for food, then 

behaving in the proper fashion to get it, and then chewing and eating it may actually be 

seeking safety rather than food. An individual going through the whole process of sexual 

desire, courting behavior, and consummator lovemaking may actually be seeking self-

esteem rather than sexual gratification. It means that human being never has satisfaction 
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in life, the explanation above explain how human needs in life start from their need for 

food, after the need for food is satisfied, human will seek safety rather than food, and after 

that, they will desire lovemaking, and the next is seeking self-esteem. 

 

The Hierarchy of Needs Physiological needs 

The needs that are usually taken as the starting point for motivation theory are the so-

called physiological drives. Two recent lines of research make it necessary to revise our 

customary notions about these needs: first, the development of the concept of homeostasis, 

and second, the finding that appetites (preferential choices among foods) are a fairly 

efficient indication of actual needs or lacks in the body. Homeostasis refers to the body's 

automatic efforts to maintain a constant, normal state of the bloodstream (Maslow, 

1954:35). 

 

Safety Needs 

If the physiological needs are relatively well gratified, there then emerges a new set of 

needs, which we may categorize roughly as the safety needs (security, stability, 

dependency, protection, freedom from fear, from anxiety and chaos, need for structure, 

order, law, limits, strength in the protector, and so on) (Maslow, 1954:39). 

 

Love Needs 

If both the physiological and the safety needs are fairly well gratified, there will emerge 

the love and affection, and belongingness needs, and the whole cycle already described will 

repeat itself with this new center. Now the person will feel keenly, as never before, the 

absence of friends, or a sweetheart, or a wife, or children. He will hunger for affectionate 

relations with people in general, namely, for a place in his group or family, and he will strive 

with great intensity to achieve this goal. He will want to attain such a place more than 

anything else in the world and may even forget that once when he was hungry, he sneered 

at love as unreal or unnecessary, or unimportant. Now he will feel sharply the pangs of 

loneliness, of ostracism, of rejection, of friendlessness, of rootlessness (Maslow, 1954:43).  

 

Esteem Needs 

All people in our society (with a few pathological exceptions) have a need or desire for 

a stable, firmly based, usually high evaluation of themselves, for self-respect, or self-
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esteem, and for the esteem of others. These needs may therefore be classified into two 

subsidiary sets. These are, first, the desire for strength, achievement, adequacy, mastery, 

and competence, for confidence in the face of the world, and for independence and 

freedom. Second, we have what we may call the desire for reputation or prestige (defining 

it as respect or esteem from other people), status, fame and glory, dominance, recognition, 

attention, importance, dignity, or appreciation (Maslow, 1954:45). 

 

Self Actualization 

Even if all these needs are satisfied, we may still often (if not always) expect that a new 

discontent and restlessness will soon develop, unless the individual is doing what lies, 

individually, is fitted for. A musician must make music, an artist must paint, and a poet 

must write if he is to be ultimately at peace with himself. What a man can be, he must be. 

He must be true to his own nature. This needs we may call self-actualization (Maslow, 

1954:46). 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Discussion 

The motivation for Kara's needs 

Kara is the main character in the novel which was written by Pamela Clare entitled 

Extreme Exposure. The novel tells about Kara wanting to fulfill her needs. Moreover, in 

order to fulfill her needs, certainly there is some motivation which is as a motive of Kara to 

fulfill her needs. The motivation is explained below: 

 

Kara’s Father left her mother and Kara’s boyfriend left her 

Kara has an unpleasant experience in the past when she was a baby, Kara's father has 

left her mother. It makes her live with her mother only. Actually, it makes Kara really 

misses a father in her life. This statement is proven by Kara's utterances in the novel. The 

utterance is presented as "There’s nothing to tell really. It’s just my mom and I. My father 

left when I was a baby. I’ve never even met him” (Clare, 2005: 59). 

 From the utterance above, it is known that Kara has been left by her father. Moreover, 

it also shows that she tells about her family to Reece when Reece asks her to tell her about 

her life. However, the utterance above shows that Kara does not interest to talk about her 

father. It is proven by her utterance "There's nothing to tell really." The word "nothing" 
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emphasizes that she does not want to discuss her family anyway. It is because her father 

left her mother and herself alone. Moreover, this event leads Kara to want to fulfill her 

needs in the desire for a job. She does this because she needs the salary to continue her 

family's life. 

Moreover, not only does her mother that has an unpleasant experience with love, but 

Kara also has the same experience with love. Kara has been left by her boyfriend when she 

gets pregnant. Her boyfriend also does not care about her pregnancy and does not want to 

marry her. Then, the statement about Kara having the same experience with her mother is 

proven by the author's narration below: 

“Kara open her mouth to protest, shut it again. She had once been in love with Galen 

Prentice and had believed he loved her, too. But he had betrayed her and dumped her when 

she'd needed him most. She'd found herself in the exact same situation as her mother – 

raising a child by herself” (Clare, 2005:8). 

The quotation above gives information that Kara has fallen in love with Galen Prentice 

and believes that he loves her too. But in fact, Galen Prentice leaves her alone when she 

really needs him because she is pregnant with Galen's child. This accident makes Kara 

realizes that she gets the same experience as her mother. In the past, her mother took care 

of Kara by herself. Now, Kara takes care of her son by herself. Moreover, this event also 

becomes the motivation for Kara wants to fulfill her needs in her desire for a job to continue 

her family's life. 

 

Kara Loves her son 

After her boyfriend leave her when she gets pregnant and makes Kara does not want 

to make a relationship again with someone. However, Kara really loves her pregnant, she 

is very happy when she knows that she gets pregnant. It shows from the utterance as 

follows: 

“She’d never been able to explain it to anyone – had never even tried to explain it to 

Tom – but she’d fallen in love with her baby from the moment she’d learned she was 

pregnant. And though she hadn’t enjoyed the constant fatigue and nausea that went with 

pregnancy, she’d cherished the thought that someone new, some little person, was growing 

inside her” (Clare, 2005:34). 

Based on the utterance above Kara never tells anyone about her pregnancy, she loves 

her pregnancy even though she gets fatigue and nausea. It can be proven from the 
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utterance 

"She'd fallen in love with her baby from the moment she'd learned she was pregnant. 

although she hadn't enjoyed the constant fatigue and nausea that went with pregnancy". It 

means she accepts the consequence of her pregnancy, even though She gets uncomfortable 

conditions that are caused by her pregnancy. She really loves her baby is growing inside 

her. it can be seen from the utterance "She'd cherished the thought that someone new, 

some little person, was growing inside her". it is proven that She cannot imagine that there 

is someone new who is growing inside her. She is proudly getting pregnant because she 

will be born a little person from her. Kara really wants to love a baby as well as possible. 

However, so few women become happy when she gets pregnant, and get the same 

condition as Kara who is her boyfriend left her when she gets pregnant. Women will take 

abortion for the final way, But Kara is a different woman, she is very happy and is not 

patient in waiting for the birth of her child. Then, it directly proves that her child motivates 

her to fulfill her needs. 

 

Kara’s needs 

Kara has motivations that come from her bad experience in the past with her father 

and also her boyfriend. because of that Kara has a strong motivation to fulfill her needs, 

especially in love and her desire for the job. Kara is a strong woman that never wants to 

look like a weak woman. Actually, human motivation is activated by human needs, needs 

are the aspect that limits human desire. As Maslow state The study of motivation must be 

in part the study of the ultimate human goals or desires or needs (Maslow, 1954: 22). The 

first of Kara's need is her physiological needs that focus on her sexual needs. The second 

of Kara's needs is her safety or to get protection. The third of Kara's needs is Love. The 

fourth of Kara's needs is self-esteem, especially in her job, and the last is Kara's needs is 

self-actualization. 

 

Kara’s sexual need 

Kara was left by her boyfriend, Kara never makes a relationship with men for five 

years. Actually, it makes Kara really wants to make an affair with someone but she could 

not do that at random with any kind of man, although Kara really needs that until her friend 

tries to help her to make an affair with a man in a bar. 

“Kara hadn’t been on her back for five years – not since she’d learned she was pregnant 
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with Connor – and thought of ending the evening with her legs wrapped around some 

strong, sexy man while he drove himself into her, hot and hard, was almost enough to make 

her moan out loud’. (Clare, 2005:1) 

From the author's narration above, it can be seen that Kara never had a close 

relationship with a man for five years it can be proven from the words “ Kara hadn’t been 

on her back for five years", it means that Kara does not want to have a relationship with a 

man for five years because of her bad experiences in the past with her boyfriend. Because 

of her past, she has the motivation to make a relationship with a man and accepts Holly's 

invitation to go to Bar to look for an appropriate man who wants to make an affair with 

her. It can be seen that Kara needs to have sex to make herself satisfied. She thinks that if 

this evening she spends her time with a man. It is enough to make her moan load, it is 

proven by the words “ thought of ending the evening with her legs wrapped around some 

strong, sexy man". it means that Kara really needs sex in her life. Kara wants to feel the 

taste of make an affair with someone. Kara thinks that if she has sex with someone, it can 

make her satisfied because she does not have sex for a long time. Kara makes an affair as 

truly with Reece when he invites her to come and enjoys the holiday in his cottage for three 

days. 

“ No, you don’t. I’m protected. And I want you now!” She wrapped her legs around his 

waist. (Clare, 2005:149).  

After Reece invites her to his cottage for three days, Kara can feel what she does not 

do for five years, she can fulfill her sexual need with Reece, actually, Kara really prepares 

for this moment, it can be seen from the words "No, you don't. I'm protected". It means that 

Kara has prepared to have sex with Reece, she knows that she will make an affair with him 

there. She thinks that it cannot be denied to have sex with someone who invites her to stay 

overnight in his cottage. Only Reece and her stay for three days in one house. When Reece 

wants to take a condom, Kara forbid him to go because she was protected before, she wants 

to have sex with him as soon as possible because she really wants it, and really needs it. it 

is proven from the words "I want you now!" it can be seen that Kara wants Reece to satisfy 

her with sex. She does not want to let Reece go anywhere. 

 

Kara needs Protection for herself and her son 

The safety needs are needed by everyone, many people want to get protection for 

themselves or their family. This study also exposes Kara that needs for protection for 
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herself and also her son. As the explanation before Kara takes care of her son by herself, 

without a man who protects her and her son for five years, because of that she really needs 

protection for herself and her family. in the previous subchapter has been discussed that 

Kara has fulfilled her physiological needs, especially in sexual needs. According to the 

theory of human motivation by Abraham Maslow that human wants to fulfill another need 

after they fulfill the first step of the need. the next need is safety as the second level in 

Abraham Maslow's theory. 

 Kara works as Journalist for the Denver Independent newspaper, actually, she has 

many risks with her job. She gets many threats of murder because she exposes the truth 

about many crimes, especially in politics. She turned away from the phone and realized 

with some astonishment that she was shaking. That bastard hadn't actually been able to 

frighten her, had he? She'd received death threats before. Lots of them. More than she could 

count. “Why should this one shake her up ?” (Clare, 2005:82)  In this quotation Kara feels 

afraid about someone who calls her to threaten Kara. it can be seen from the words "She 

turned away from the phone and realized with some astonishment that she was shaking". 

It means that Kara scares of the death threat to Kara, it is done by a Boss of the factory who 

has done many infractions. Kara receives a death threat because of her job as a journalist 

that investigates crime, political infractions, etc. Kara investigates a factory that is polluting 

the air and water around its plant. Kara wants to expose the infraction of that factory. It 

causes, her to get a death threat. Actually, she receives many death threats before, but she 

is not afraid, it can be proven from the words "She'd receive death threats before. A lot of 

them. More than she could count. Why should this one shake her up ? ” it means that the 

death threats before do not frighten her because the menacers of threats do not call to her 

house. It is a reason why Kara needs protection, Actually, when Kara receives a death threat 

before, she reports to the police office but she does not get a good response from them. 

“The last time I called the police, do you know what they said? They told me to call if 

the guy actually showed up and tried to kill me. That’s how helpful the cops are.” She 

sounded angry now. (Clare, 2005:84) 

From Kara's utterance above Kara tells that she never reports to the police about death 

threats but the police said and asked Kara to call if the menacer actually shows up and tries 

to kill her. it can be seen from the words "They told me to call if the guy actually showed 

up and tried to kill me", it means that the police do not respect Kara's situation so it makes 

Kara not believe to get protection from the police. From the words "That's how helpful the 
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cops are", it can be seen that she asks the police for help with her situation which gets a 

death threat from someone but they cannot give a fast response to her, and it seems like 

the police do not care and ignore her report. It is concluded that Kara does not have 

protection from anyone not from police, and also from her father or her boyfriends before. 

She does not have a father and also a husband who protects Kara and her son. Kara protects 

herself, although she needs someone to protect her. Until she meets Reece, he wants to 

protect her and her son because he loves Kara and does not want something bad to happen 

to Kara and her son. 

 

Kara’s Love and Belonging Need 

Love is needed by everyone in this world, people need love because they want to 

belong, caring, protecting each other. Related to the novel, the main character needs love 

in her life, actually, the main character in this novel has a strong motivation that makes her 

carefully love someone. The strong motivation is gotten by Kara from her unpleasant 

experience in the past when her father and her boyfriend left her, actually, Kara feels that 

she is not loved by someone from her father although by her boyfriend in the past. So it is 

the reason why Kara needs love in her life and does not believe in someone that closes her 

easily. And this moment happens when Kara begins interested in Reece Sheridan. 

“As Reece drove through the city's slushy streets, Kara found her gaze traveling over 

his face, only vaguely aware of what he was saying – something about state law and aid for 

single parents. Watching him, she felt something she hadn't let herself feel for years – an 

overwhelming attraction to a real, live man”. (Clare, 2005: 15) 

This quotation above gives information that for the first time, Kara is attracted to 

someone since she left her boyfriend when she was pregnant five years ago. It can be seen 

from the words "Kara found her gaze traveling over his face". It means that Kara begins 

interested in someone. She looks at Reece's face and feels attracted to him for the first time 

since she has never felt attracted to someone for five years. it also can be proven by the 

words "Watching him, she felt something she hadn't let herself feel for years – an 

overwhelming attraction to real, live man". It can be seen that for five years Kara does not 

let herself to attracted to someone because she does not want a man treats her like her 

boyfriend treat her previously. But Kara cannot hide her feeling from Reece easily. When 

she meets Reece, she feels the feeling of being attracted to someone which she never felt 

before. Actually, Kara has fallen in love with someone five years ago and she gets bad 
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treatment from him, so that is the reason why she never has a close relationship with a 

man. Until she meets with Reece, she can feel interested in someone again. 

Kara realizes that Reece is more than anything to her when he was vilified kill Alexis 

by the Northrup factory boss because Reece also investigates that factory that gives a death 

threat to Kara and almost kills her. Besides that Reece finds the fact that the Northrup 

factory is another name for Texament, and Texament cooperation with him to sponsor a 

bill about burning old tires as a fuel source instead. 

“Suddenly Kara needed to speak with Reece so badly it hurt. The last time they’d 

talked, she’d been angry with him. She’d made him think she didn’t care enough about their 

relationship to fight for it. Well, he was wrong. She cared plenty. More than that, she 

believed in him. if nothing else, she wanted him to know that” (Clare, 2005: 260) 

This quotation above gives information that Kara realizes she really needs Reece, she 

cares about him when she gets problems, it can be proven from the words "Kara needed to 

speak with Reece so badly it hurt" it means she really wants to speak with him and explains 

the problems about their relationship. From the words "She'd been angry with him. She'd 

made him think she didn't care enough about their relationship to fight for it". It can be 

seen that she feels guilty because she gets angry with him before, and makes Reece thinks 

she does not care about their relationship, but that is wrong in the fact Kara cares about 

their relationship. Kara knows that Reece is really oppressed by the situation that happen 

to him, and she really wants to Reece knows that she believes that it is impossible if Reece 

kills someone. It can be proven from the words "he was wrong. She cared plenty. More than 

that, she believed in him". it means Kara does not want Reece thinks that she believes he 

kills Alexis. Because of that, she wants to Reece know that she believes in him because Kara 

knows Reece more than the other people. 

 

Kara's Esteem to Her Job 

Kara works for Denver Independent Newspaper as a journalist, Kara really loves her 

job and always has a desire if investigates something. Kara has desire of job is for her 

reputation as a journalist and also to gets esteem from other people. it relates to Maslow's 

theory of motivation which states that All people in our society (with a few pathological 

exceptions) have a need or desire for a stable, firmly based, usually high evaluation of 

themselves, for self-respect, or self-esteem, and for the esteem of others These needs may 

therefore be classified into two subsidiary sets. These are, first, the desire for strength, 
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achievement, adequacy, mastery, and competence, for confidence in the face of the world, 

and for independence and freedom. Second, we have what we may call the desire for 

reputation or prestige (defining it as respect or esteem from other people), status, fame 

and glory, dominance, recognition, attention, importance, dignity, or appreciation 

(Maslow, 19954:45). Kara is a journalist that never wants to give up to investigate until she 

exposes the truth and writes into the newspaper. 

Kara had a reputation for being ruthless. When she called, people worried. Last year 

she had lost a city department head his job after discovering he was writing thousands of 

dollars in checks to a nonexistent contractor who turned out to be his mistress. Reece had 

been impressed. (Clare, 2005: 10) 

From the quotation above which takes from the author's narration, it is the Reece 

opinion about Kara. It can be seen from the words "Kara had a reputation for being 

ruthless. When she called, people worried". It means that Kara has a reputation from the 

public that she has a desire for her job. She gets that reputation because she never wants 

to give up to investigates criminality, until she exposes to the newspaper. The words "Last 

year she had lost a city department head his job" means this utterance is evidence of Kara's 

ability to do her job, and because of that, she does not only get acknowledgment from the 

public but also she gets acknowledgment from Reece. Kara investigates the problem in 

politic until she gets the truth to be exposed in the newspaper and make the subject gets 

punishment. It seems that Kara wants to get esteem from society. Her motivation is gotten 

when she was pregnant. She also must work to prove that she can make equality between 

working kindly and also taking care of her son. 

Kara had worked hard throughout her pregnancy, and had pushed herself to prove to 

him she could still do her job. There was no reason she couldn't both raise a child and 

continue to be one of the top journalists in the state. Lots of men combined parenthood 

with successful careers. Why couldn't she do the same? (Clare, 2005: 34) 

From the author's narration above Kara wants to prove to Tom as her boss in Denver 

Independent Newspaper that she is a hard worker. It can be proven by the words "Kara 

had worked hard throughout her pregnancy". It means that Kara wants to prove that she 

can become a mother and also a good worker. Kara wants to get esteem from her boss. It 

can be seen from the words “ had pushed herself to prove to him she could still do her job". 

It means that She wants to make Tom believes that she can manage her child and her job 

kindly. Because in the novel Tom is a boss who is always angry if his employee asks for 
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furlough to him. and also Kara struggles to get esteem from her boss about her job, she 

wants to get furlough one day only to accompany Connor to the museum because she loves 

her son too. So it is the reason why Kara needs to get self-esteem from her boss and also to 

prove that she can manage both. 

 

Kara's actualization in desire for a job 

Kara has actualization in her job, she gets many achievements as a national journalist, 

because of the actualization and her intellect to investigate the problem that happening in 

her town and write it then expose it to her newspaper. Kara's ability is apparent when she 

investigates a factory that makes infractions. She gets the desire to expose that when there 

is someone reporting the infraction of that factory. Kara also gets a desire when knows the 

infraction of the factory. 

“I can’t believe I agreed to this.” Kara drove Holly’s car down the highway toward the 

Northrup plant and glanced at her watch. She hadn’t been able to drive her own car because 

of the Colorado Press Association license plate. You shouldn't be here. This isn't a game 

(Clare, 2005: 43) 

Kara begins investigating the location that is the factory which makes infractions, from 

the utterances "I can't believe I agreed to this." It can be seen that Kara agrees to do the 

plans to go to the factory directly. It is because she needs to get much evidence about the 

reporting said. she is brave to fulfill her desire for her investigations. She wants to expose 

the people who let the factory operate although makes air pollution. from the utterance 

"She hadn't been able to drive her own car because of the Colorado Press Association 

license plate". It can be seen that she is a brave woman to take the dangerous consequences 

to enter the factory without a license. She cooperation with the reporting. She really wants 

to expose the suspects who throw the waste of the factory into the river. Kara said to Holly 

that what they do is not a kind of game, it can be seen from the utterance "You shouldn't 

be here. This isn't a game". It means that Kara's investigation is not just a game, and said 

to Holly that she should not go along with Kara because Kara's investigation can make them 

in danger situation. 

Kara's actualization is really apparent when she is almost killed by someone who was 

the people from Northrup Factory, it makes Her gets her respect from Tom as editor of the 

Denver Independent and also when her need for love was fulfilled. She still thinks about 

finishing her investigations.  



99 | ISLLAC : Journal of Intensive Studies on Language, Literature, Art, and Culture 

 

“She lost so much time on the investigation. She’d snuck in a call on her cell phone to 

the whistleblower and had been relieved to know that he and his family were still safe. But 

she couldn’t shake this growing sense of urgency. She needed to wrap this story 

fast”.(Clare, 2005: 224) 

From the quotation above, after Kara is almost killed by someone she still wants to 

investigate and finish her story. It can be seen from the utterances "She lost so much time 

on the investigation". It means that Kara thinks because of the death threat which has 

happened to her, makes her lose her time to investigate Northrup. Actually, She has done 

getting many pieces of evidence in her investigation. She also has done her investigation 

step by step. But she is not satisfied with her investigation and still, there are some secrets 

that cannot be exposed. that is the reason why Kara really lost her time investigating. It 

proves that Kara really desires her job, she cannot separate from her job for a long time. 

She also still thinks about the safety of the whistleblower and his family. She wants to finish 

her investigation quickly, which can be proven by the utterance "But she couldn't shake 

this growing sense of urgency. She needed to wrap this story fast". It can be seen that 

because she is almost killed by the menacers from Northrup people, and it cannot be 

denied if they try to kill Kara again, that is the reason why she wants to expose the 

infraction to the public quickly. 

 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

It is concluded that the motivation of Kara is divided into two, the first, Kara's father 

left her mother and her boyfriend left her, and the second, Kara loves her son. In this study 

Kara's needs are divided into five which relate to The Hierarchy of Needs in Human 

Motivation by Abraham Maslow, the first is physiological needs which discuss Kara's 

sexual needs, the second is safety needs which discusses Kara's needs for protection of 

herself and her son, the third is love needs which discusses Kara loves and belonging 

needs, the fourth is self-esteem which discusses Kara's esteem to her job, and the last is 

self-actualization which discusses Kara's actualization in desire of job. 
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